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E. M. Forster studies are a remarkably vibrant field of literary studies with doz-
ens of books, papers, and articles published every year. There were 68 publi-
cations in 2020 alone, with at least 59 more already appearing in 2021. Their 
number and variety, however, are difficult to embrace as up to now there has 
been no single comprehensive source which would include if not all (as this 
seems hardly possible), then at least a majority of them. Even the best available 
online resources include only a fraction of the existing works. Those which ap-
pear in renowned journals or are published by distinguished publishing houses 
are usually easy to find, although locating Forster-related chapters in mono-
graphs is not quite as simple. However, there are hundreds of others the discov-
ery of which requires much more effort, especially when they appear outside the 
anglophone academia or only in print. The purpose of the present publication 
is to make the task somewhat less arduous.

The most comprehensive and up-to-date bibliography of critical works about 
Forster is E. M. Forster: An Annotated Bibliography of Writings About Him, com-
piled and edited by Frederick P. W. McDowell. However, as it was published 
in 1976 it includes only works published up to 1975, and the listing is not com-
plete for the period from 1973 to 1975. It was only partly complemented in 1982 
by McDowell himself in the article “‘Fresh Woods and Pastures New’: Forster 
Criticism and Scholarship since 1975”, and further in 1986 by Evelyne Hanquart 
in her “Complement de bibliographie critique 1975-1985”. Forster’s own works 
were summed up in 1985 by Brownlee J. Kirkpatrick in A Bibliography of E. M. 
Forster. Since then there has been no attempt to take stock of Forsterian studies.

The aim of the present project is to include all Forster-related scholarly publi-
cations which were not presented in McDowell’s bibliography. The earliest of the 
publications included here appeared in 1973, the most recent are scheduled to ap-
pear in 2022. Consequently, the present bibliography covers the period of fifty 
years and includes 1648 entries, a little less than the 1913 entries McDowell in-
cluded for the period 1905–1975. However, the focus here is somewhat differ-
ent, the present bibliography includes only published academic texts, there are 
no unpublished PhD theses, book reviews, or popular press articles. At the same 

Krzysztof Fordoński, E. M. Forster: A Bibliography of Critical Studies,  
Polish Journal of English Studies 7.2 (2021): 194-313.



195E. M. Forster: A Bibliography of Critical Studies

time, the range of languages included is much broader, as one of my aims was 
to introduce Forsterian scholarship in all of its variety. In one important aspect 
the present bibliography is obviously inferior to the work of McDowell: it is not 
annotated. It is, however, still a work in progress. The present publication does 
not end the work, it is rather intended to make it accessible to all Forster scholars 
around the world at this, quite advanced as I believe, stage of development. The 
further plan is to make the bibliography available in a digital searchable form 
on the website of the International E. M. Forster Society. When it goes live, it will 
be possible to add more features and, naturally, update it regularly.
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